
 On Decem-
ber 20th, the an-
nual student versus 
staff game was 
held. In order to 
get into the Proj-
ect Santa Game, 
fifty cents was col-
lected from each 
student. 
 Staff had 
a jean day where 
all proceeds were 
donated to Project 
Santa. All of the 
funds helped to 
purchase gifts for 
local families as 
well as paper and 
tape for parents to 
be involved in the 
gift giving. 
 The week 
prior to the game, 
Project Santa 
members went 
around to class-

rooms to collect 
donations. During 
the holidays, these 
donations truly help 
those in need. 
 The money 
goes towards a good 
cause and at the 
same time, both the 
students and staff 
have a great time at 
the game. 
 Any teacher 
may play and se-
niors who are not a 
part of the basket-
ball teams are also 
eligible to sign up. 
 It makes the 
last day before break 
even more exciting, 
but this year, it was 
even more special 
because of a surprise 
that Mr. Gregory 
Ogden put together. 
 The games 

are always event-
ful, but this excit-
ing plan made it 
even better. 
 When 
interviewed, Mr. 
Gregory Ogden, 
stated, “In 2018 
I was watching 
the game and saw 
some students that 
were uninterested. 
In order to pump 
up some enthu-
siasm, I planned 
this surprise.”  
few minutes into 
the event, the 
legendary Phillie 
Phanatic entered 
the gym. 
 The gym 
filled with laugh-
ter and cheer, 
as he danced 
around.   
Staff and students 

even got to wish a 
special teacher, Mr. 
Daniel Stellwag, a 
happy 50th birth-
day, alongside the 
Phanatic. 
 As the 
game started, the 
Phanatic, staff and 
students watched 
and cheered on the 
players. 
 The beloved 

mascot danced 
around and added 
even more spirit to 
the game. After a 
tough competition, 
the staff came out 
with a win. 
 The Phillie 
Phanatic made this 
yearly tradition an 
unforgettable time 
full of fun and 
laughter.  

A Philly Favorite Helps Spread Holiday Cheer 

The student and faculty teams, as well as 
the Project Santa Chairpeople pose with 
the Philllie Phanatic. 

 Valentine’s 
Day, also referred 
to as the Feast of 
Saint Valentine and 
Saint Valentine’s 
Day, is a day where 
people celebrate 
love and affection.  
 Some 
people are divided 
on why Valentine’s 
Day is celebrated.  
 Some 
believe that it’s 

celebrated to remem-
ber Valentine’s death 
or burial while other 
people think this day 
is a way to “Chris-
tianize” Lupercalia, 
which is a pagan 
fertility festival. 
 Even though 
the views are divided, 
it doesn’t change who 
celebrates this inter-
nationally recognized 
holiday. 
 While most 
people typically think 
of Valentine’s Day as 
being celebrated by 
spouses and partners, 
it can also be cele-

brated by families. 
Families, spouses, 
and partners all 
think of Valen-
tine’s Day as a day 
of showing love 
for each other.  
 In addition, 
some people may 
bring their partners 
or family members 
to a dinner.
 Most 
people celebrate 
this day of love by 
getting their loved 

ones cards, letters, 
chocolate candies 
and flowers. 
 In 2019, 
the state of New 
Jersey’s most 
popular candies 
were conversation 
hearts, followed by, 
M&M’s and lastly 
heart shaped box of 
chocolates. 
 In 2019, in 
the United States, 
around 20.7 billion 
dollars were spent 
just on Valentine’s 
Day products. 
 Also, Valen-
tine’s Day is usually 

symbolized by red 
and pink hearts, 
flowers and Cupid.  
 Valentine’s 
Day this year will 
be celebrated on a 
Friday leading right 
into the weekend!

by Maria Owens 

Popular Valentine's Day Traditions 

by Gwenn Farrell 



 The RHS 
Girls’ Basketball 
team has had a sea-
son of transition this 
year. 
 Assistant 
Coach Brittany 
Ashton replaced As-
sistant Coach Crystal 
Wasco and has been 
a welcome addition 
to the team. During 
practices, the skills 
that the team focuses 
on are dribbling, 
rebounding, passing 
and cutting, as well 
as some zone and 
man to man defense. 
 Head Coach 

Scott Atkinson 
believes that the 
girls are learning 
the necessary skills 
of basketball and 
they have all shown 
progression. He 
stated, “The girls 
are really learning 
to compete and 
play with consis-
tency.” 
The current record 
for the varsity team 
is 4-9.  Riley Starke 
is the captain of the 
varsity team and 
helps guide and 
direct the play-
ers. Recently, on 

January 28th, Captain 
Riley Starke made an 
impressive half-court 
shot playing against 
the Camden County 
Tech School. 
The record for the 
JV team is 3-1. The 
majority of the play-
ers on the JV team 
are freshmen. They 
have been focusing 
on learning the fun-
damentals of basket-
ball. There isn’t an 
actual captain for the 
JV team. Point guard 
Vanessa Clark states, 
“Some skills I’ve 
learned from playing 

basketball this 
year are how 
to drive to the 
basket when a 
defender is near 
and I also have 
learned how to 

by Isabella Cortes
dribble between my 
legs.”  All of the Lady 
Rams team members 
have learned many 
skills this season and 
are continuing to play 
their best!

 Riverside 
Rams’ Boy’s Basket-
ball team is off to a 
strong start. 
 Their cur-
rent record is 6-11, 
but according to 
RaShaun McKnight, 
“Going into over-
time our first game 
and winning” was 
his most memorable 
moment of the sea-
son so far. 
 The coaches 
for the 2019-2020 
season include 
Coach Carmine 

Cesare, Coach Bill 
Jackamonis, Coach 
Donald Jack and 
Coach Chuck Ka-
zowski. 
 The boy’s 
varsity team has 
two captains this 
year, seniors An-
thony Rudzinski 
and Danny Devlin. 
 There are 
ten members on the 
team this year.
 Due to the 
amount of inter-
est, not everyone 
was able to make 

the team, resulting in 
tryouts. 
 The tryouts 
this year were held 
the first week of 
December and took 
place for two days 
after school. 
 The pro-
cess of tryouts was 
heavily based on 
skillwork, including 
ball handling drills, 
shooting drills and 
scrimmages. 
 The boys 
practice every day of 
the week, excluding 

Sundays. 
 Both 
Fabion Ruffin 
and RaShaun 

McKnight are look-
ing forward to mak-
ing it to playoffs this 
season. 

by Leslie Chapman
Rams Dribbling to the Top

Lady Rams Improving on Rough Start to the Season 

  Riverside
High School’s Wres-
tling team is having 
a rough year. 
 The Rams 
are currently 4-15. 
 The wres-
tling team does not 
have a lot of mem-
bers, but for the 
amount of people 
they have they put 

up a fight during 
every match.
 The team's 
off-season was very 
tough.
 Coach 
Landolt had the 
wrestlers work on 
conditioning by 
running 3 miles a 
day and practicing 
various techniques 

three times a week.   
They also lift a few 
times a week to stay 
in shape. 
 During prac-
tice all the wrestlers  
run and work on 
techniques so they 
can become better 
wrestlers. 
 Coach Land-
olt says that the 

reason why he 
trains them the 
way he does 
is because he 
wants them to 
become better 
men and just to 
do their best. 
 Captain 
Gavin Otto said 
he loves wres-
tling because 

it helps him stay in 
shape and helps him 
become a better man. 
 Wrestling isn’t 
like other sports where 
a team required.  
 Wrestling is 
man to man sport, 
but this team works 
together to help each 
other improve their 
record. 

by Ivan Vazquez
Working On and Off the Mats to Improve Themselves

The Rams playing a tough game against  
Maple Shade. 

Megan Schmitt jumps to secure the ball 
against Camden County Tech.



How did you feel when Mr. Pae and Superintendent 
came into the class ,and made a little game out of 
your announcement as the teacher of the year?
Surprised, it was quite unexpected.

If you had to think of someone that would be great 
for the teacher of the year title who would you recom-
mend?
When choosing someone the previous it was teach-
ers that goes above and beyond. Choosing one teacher 
would be hard.

Being an advisor of many clubs, why do you do so-
much for the students of RHS?
The clubs I started are clubs that students asked me to be 
an advisor for. The clubs I advise has never been at RHS, 
but there was a need for them.

When talking about the trip that some of the students 
go on for clubs, why were you the teacher to ask for 
these trips?
Before 2016 there was no trips like the ones I asked for. 
Usually I’m the spearhead for the trips. Before 2016 there 
was no trips.

If you had to go anywhere in the world besides, Paris, 
where would you go?
Marteniq, it’s a french speaking island and I have gone 
there in previous years. It’s a wonderful place with a lot of 
unique people.

by James Mitchell 

by James MitchellMadam Franz: 
Teacher of the Year

What clubs or activities do you 
participate in RHS?
I’m in Student Council, Police 
Explorers, Drama Club, also Na-
tional Honors Society

I heard that NHS had their 
induction ceremony a couple 
of months ago did you think 
it was an overall great experi-
ence?
I think the outcome was great 
inducting more people is always 
good.

Do you work outside of 
school?
I work as a lifeguard for the 
YMCA.

Is it hard balancing the work-
load of the school and work?
Sometimes when things pile up 
but my managers are very flex-
ible when it comes to my sched-
ule.

If you could go anywhere in 
the world, where would you 
go?
Australia

Cole Cerchiaro



College Preview: University Of Pennsylvania

 JROTC has 
been a program 
at Riverside High 
School for the 
last  27 years. The 
program started in 
1993. 
 It is now 
different from 
before and the 
instructors have 
changed, but it has 
been an important 
program from the 
start. 
 Currently 
Sergeant First 
Class Janet Gibbs 
and Major Sean 
Combs are the 
instructors. They 
both started this 
school year. 

 Sergeant 
Gibbs has worked 
in other school 
districts, but for 
Major Combs this 
is his first job in a 
school. 
 Since they 
just came to RHS, 
they are trying to 
get a grasp how 
the program was 
run by the old 
instructors. as well 
as make necessary 
changes. 
 In JROTC, 
students are re-
quired to wear 
a uniform every 
Monday, as well 
as walk in a town 
parade.

 Almost 
every Friday 
they have what is 
called “Physical 
Fitness Friday” 
when they can go 
outside if it’s nice 
or use the gym if 
it is too cold to go 
out. 
 Recently, 
the RHS Drill 
Team went to a 
competition at 
Central Regional 
High School on 
January 11th. 
They took 14 out 
of the 150 cadets 
that are in the 
program to the 
competition. 
 The Drill 

by Jade Watson

Michelle Salas, Assistant Captain, 
leads the drill team in a practice exer-
cise before competition.

Team is an activ-
ity that anyone 
in the program is 
allowed to sign 
up for. The team 
placed 2nd place 
at the competi-
tion and was able 

to bring home a 
trophy. 
 Their plan 
for the next com-
petition is to do 
even better and try 
to place first in the 
competition.

RHS Drill Team Marches to the Top

 The University of Pennsylvania, or UPenn, 
is a great option for college. It’s located in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. It is an Ivy League school and has been 
around since 1740. It is one of nine colonial colleges 
founded prior to the U.S. Declaration of Independence. 
It was founded by Benjamin Franklin. The school is 
about half an hour away from Riverside. It is 299 acres 
and there is housing and financial aid available.
 The average cost after receiving financial aid is 
about $23,000 and their acceptance rate is 9%. While it 
does seem pricey and difficult to get into, they have a graduation rate of 96% and many dif-
ferent degree options. Some of the most popular are art, science, nursing, engineering and 
applied science courses. There are also many different employment options provided for 
students. UPenn was ranked #6 in National Universities, #15 in Best Value Schools, and #61 
in Best Undergraduate Teaching. 
 Along with outstanding academics, the University of Pennsylvania has more than 25 
NCAA Division I sports teams. Their most successful teams are their lacrosse and basketball 
teams. Their mascot is the Quakers. The school is also very diverse. There are even academic 
programs to talk about and explore issues related to diversity and inclusion. They take a lot of 
pride in their diversity. If you want to visit the school and look around you can go onto their 
website and schedule a time that would work best for you.

by Emily McConaghay



College Preview: University Of Pennsylvania

Chocolate Covered Strawberry Bouquet
Ingredients: 25 strawberries (washed), Wilton Candy melts 
(your color of choice)
Materials: 25 wooden skewers, edible sprinkles, gift wrapping 
paper, string bow ties, foam board, saran wrap

- Melt your candy melts in the microwave for 30 second intervals 
until your candy melts are fully melted.
 
- Get your wooden skewers and dip a little bit of chocolate on them. 

- Get your wooden skewers that you dipped in chocolate and insert it 
in the hard part of the strawberries.

- Dip your strawberries fully in the melted chocolate and then put on top of your foam board so that it is standing up 
**Don’t forget to put your edible sprinkles on your strawberries after you dip them.
 
- While your strawberries are drying on the foam board, lay out your gift wrap.

- Get four of the strawberries and wrap the bottom of the skewers with saran wrap and repeat until finished. 

- Now that you have all your mini bouquets, you’re going to want to make it all into one. Get all of them and place them 
all together, then wrap them with saran wrap once more. Make sure they’re all even on the top for it to look the best.

- Now that everything is almost done, you’re going to want to get your gift wrap and wrap it around your bouquet to 
make it pretty. You don’t want the skewers to be visible. After you wrap your bouquet you’re going to want to get your 
string and wrap it around to making it into a bow. After you complete all of the steps, your bouquet should be ready for 
you to give it as a gift or keep for yourself.

DIY Cupid Bow & Arrow 
Materials: glitter cardstock, feathers, hot glue gun, 
wide mouth mason jar, metallic spray paint in 18k gold,  
metallic ribbon

1. Spray paint your twigs outside in a well-ventilated area. 
Let the twigs dry completely before bringing them inside.

2. Cut out small triangles from cardstock in the color 
of your choosing.  These will be the tips of your arrows, 
so you may need to adjust the size of the triangles according 
to the size of your twigs.

3. Fold each triangle in half.

4. Glue one folded triangle to the bottom of one of your painted twigs, 
then glue the matching triangle onto the other side of the bottom of your twig. This will form the point of your Cupid’s 
arrow.

5. Trim down a feather to a length according to the size of your twig. You will put this feather at the top of your arrow.

6. Gently hot glue the feathers in place at the top of your twig and in line with the point of your arrow.

7. Wrap a ribbon of your choosing around the bottom of the feather to cover it completely. Secure the ribbon in the back 
of the arrow with hot glue.

8. Display your finished arrows in a clear jar or vase and your done.
by Melannye DeOliveira
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 Guilli’s Authentic Mexican Cuisine & Pizza is located in Willingboro, New Jersey. It's 
a Mexican restaurant filled with a full of variety of Mexican food. Some foods they serve are 
enchiladas,fajitas and cemitas poblanas, a Mexican cutlet sandwich. I had this when I visited the 
restaurant and the portion size was huge and it was really good. They have specials that are differ-
ent every week. What’s great about this restaurant is that it has a variety of Mexican foods to choose 
from and even if you aren’t a fan of spice there are some things that aren’t spicy. This is one of my 
favorite places to eat and it isn’t far from Riverside.
The chimichanga is one of the best plates to try if you like burritos. It has meat or chicken with veg-
etables and cheese. It’s then fried and served with salsa. In my opinion, all of the food is really good. 
The price you’re paying is reasonable considering the portions you get. Aside from the dishes, the 
restaurant itself is very colorful and very pleasing to look at. While at the restaurant, I got this feeling 
of being in Mexico. There were paintings, decorations and Mexican music playing.  This place really 
is really beautiful and probably one of the best looking!

by Heydi  Yunga

Guilli’s Authentic Mexican 
Cuisine & Pizza

by Francesca Rodriguez 

 The Turning recently came out as a new thriller 
movie in the theaters on January 24th. The movie is 
based on two children whose parents die and are taken 
in by their uncle.The uncle hires a young lady, Kate, to 
take care of the two children.
 When Kate starts to care for the children she 
realizes the house and children both have a mysterious 
characteristic that is concerning.The hauntings in the 
house explain stories of things that previoulsy occured 
there.  
 The ending of the movie is very different be-
cause one ending is the true ending, while the other is 
envisioned by Kate. The one Kate makes up is where 
after the spirits become violent,she takes the kids and 
leave the manor. The other ending is where Kate be-
comes mentally ill, just like her mom, after seeing the 
spirits so many times. 
 Out of 5 stars, I would give The Turning 3 stars 
because the plot is everywhere and is hard to follow.


